
 

 
 

 

La Garenne International School 
Welcome to Reception 

 

         

 

 

 

“In front of a child, we can but feel affection for what they are and what they 
may become one day.” Mr. Méan 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming you and your child to La Garenne School in 
September. 
 
We want this to be the beginning of a happy and successful time for your child and a 
supportive partnership with you. However, we recognise that starting school can be an 
anxious time for both children and parents. The aim of this booklet is to provide you 
with practical information and some useful advice to help make your child’s transition 
into the Reception Class as smooth as possible. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
Miss Danielle Oliver 
Head of Primary  



 
Induction to Reception 
 
 
Reception year children are invited to start school full time from Monday 11th 
September.  

We recognise that different children have different needs and if you would like to 
discuss your child’s induction to Reception class any further, please contact Miss 
Oliver, the Head of Primary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
A typical school day in Reception Class 
 
 
8.00 Handover between parent and the class teacher in the locker room. 

Children hang their coats independently and put on their slippers, the 
class teacher is there to help.  

 
 Children share any ‘news’ and the register is taken. Choosing, structured 

play. 
 
8.20 Session 1 (Please refer to the timetable for information about each 

session). 
 
9.30 Session 2 
 
10.30 Snack time & Break time (supervised) 
 
11:00  Session 3 
 
11:45   Session 4 
 
12:15   Toilet and wash hands ready for lunch. 
 
12:30 Lunchtime followed by Playtime. 
 
13:45 Session 5 
 
14:30 Session 6 
 
15:15 Snack time & Story time 
 
15:30 Club/Playtime 
 
16:30 Home time 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Please encourage your child in all of these skills: 
 
	 	 	 	 	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take off coat                 Put on coat and       Change shoes 
and hang it up                 fasten it 
 
	 	 	 	 	  
 
 
 
 
 
Dress and undress              Use a handkerchief             Use a knife and fork 
 

	 	 	 	
Use the toilet         Wash and dry                Share toys and take turns 
properly and flush it                 hands 
 
   	
	 	 	 	
	
	
	

													
														Help to tidy toys away	

 



Meet our Reception Teacher 
Kirsty Maddison 

 

Kirsty is a highly experienced and passionate teacher who has been an Early Years 
Foundation Stage Leader for over 8 years. She has been teaching in the UK and is 

looking forward to moving to Switzerland and joining our team. 

Classes 

The Early Years class consists of Pre-reception and Reception aged children. To be 
eligible for Pre-reception, children must have their 3rd birthday prior to 1st September 
of the academic year. Children are eligible for Reception if their fourth birthday falls 
before September 1st of the academic year. 

 

Useful Information 

Clubs – Information about clubs will be sent prior to the start of term. 

School Uniform - The children will be given their school uniform on the first day of 
school, we can then check that we have the correct size uniform for each child. Each 
child will also be given a book bag, it is important that they bring this to school each 
day. All items of clothing, bags, water bottles must be named. 

Skiing – During the second term the children go skiing with the school each Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoon. They will be taught by a ski instructor from Villars-Sur-Ollon 
and accompanied by a member of staff from La Garenne. 

Homework – We encourage the children to read every night/share a book with their 
parents and to talk about the story and the characters. At the weekend your child will 
be given some worksheets, phonics and mathematics.  

Blog – Please check our academic blog to see what the children have been learning each 
week. 

Waterproofs - Learning outdoors is a very important part of the EYFS so on occasions 
I will be asking your child to bring waterproofs and wellies to school. 
 
Snacks & Lunch – Everyday we aim to provide healthy choices for the children at 
lunch time. Please read the LG News everyday where you will find the menu for the 



day. All of the meals are produced in the school kitchen using only the finest fresh 
ingredients. Please inform us if your child has any allergies and we will adapt the menu 
for them. The school will provide snacks and drinks each day. If your child has an 
allergy they are allowed to bring in their own snack, please make sure the bag is named. 

Sports Kit – Your child will have sport every Thursday and Friday in the first term. 
Please bring your child to school dressed in their sports kit. Their school uniform 
should be in a bag and left on their peg. 

Dropping Off and Picking Up – The first few weeks might be difficult for your child 
to come to school and they may get upset, we find that once the parents have left and 
the children are in the classroom absorbed in an activity they are happy.  

Communication – Reports in October, December, March and June will be given to you so 
you can find out how your child is developing and progressing. You will also receive a 
document called `My Fist Two Weeks` which will give you more information about how 
your child has settled into their new class. If you would like a meeting with the class 
teacher and/or Head of Primary, please make an appointment with the school 
secretary. 

 

Safeguarding – Child Protection 

At La Garenne school we take safe guarding very seriously. Please note our 
Safeguarding policy is on the school website for you to read. The school`s child 
protection officers are Mr Méan and Miss Burnham. 

Collection 

If children are to be collected by anyone other than you, please give permission for 
this in writing, email or via the school office. 

School Outings 

During the Reception year, we will organise some school day trips, which are linked to 
their learning. Information will be sent via email to parents providing information and 
requesting permission. 

Our Curriculum 

Structured play is the foundation of our curriculum. Children discover many concepts 
through active, concrete everyday experiences as they play. Opportunities will be 
provided for children to select from a variety of activities, materials and equipment. 



There is a balance between child-initiated and teacher-directed activities, group and 
individual activities, active and quiet experiences and indoor and outdoor play. The 
programme fosters each child`s growth in the areas of cognitive, social, emotional and 
physical development. We base our curriculum on the four themes of Early Years 
Foundation Stage, which are: 

A Unique Child – Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be 
resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.   

Positive Relationships – Children learn to be strong and independent through positive 
relationships. 

Enabling Environments – Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in 
which their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong 
partnership between practitioners and parents and carers.  
 
Learning and development – Children develop and learn in different ways and at 
different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children in early 
years’ provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities. 
 

In the curriculum, there are seven areas of learning and development that shape 
educational programmes in early years’ settings. All areas of learning and development 
are important and inter-connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting 
children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to 
learn, form relationships and thrive are the prime areas: 

• Communication and Language; 
• Physical Development; and  
• Personal, Social Emotional Development 

The four specific areas, which grow out of the prime areas and provide important 
contexts for learning include essential skills and knowledge are: 

• Literacy;  
• Mathematics;  
• Understanding the world; and  
• Expressive arts and design. 

Arts and Craft 

Music and Movement 

Role-play 

Cooking 



Library 

 

Assessment and Reporting 

Evidence is gathered, which is used to complete the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Profile at the end of their time in Reception. This information will be passed on when 
your child moves into Year One. 

The evidence will include photos, observations, notes and work produced by your child 
and of course your contributions. 

When completing the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile each child will be assessed 
against the Early Learning Goals. We will indicate whether the children are meeting 
expected levels of development, or if they are exceeding expected levels, or not yet 
reaching expected levels (‘emerging’). If children are unlikely to reach the expected 
levels, this will be discussed with parents ahead of the final assessment. 

We very much hope that your child will be happy in Reception. We have a busy and 
exciting year planned. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

Danielle Oliver. 


